to concentrate on the recent advances in this field. The second part of the book is devoted to various papers on purine metabolic defects in immunodeficiency. There is a good deal of clinical and biochemical detail here for those interested in purine nucleoside phosphorylase and adenosine deaminase deficiency. The third part consists of a series of papers on phagocytic defects which includes reviews, single case reports, hypotheses and technical innovations.
$20.15 New York: Brunner/Mazel1978 This short book consists of two very different parts. The first, shorter, section contains a brief(and now incomplete) review of the development of dialysis techniques followed by a very superficial consideration of some of the medical problems associated with this form of treatment. The second section on the psychiatric aspects of dialysis, is really what the book is about and it seems unfortunate that the authors did not confine themselves to this subject and that the title does not reflect this emphasis. The authors have made many significant contributions to this area of knowledge and the section contains a full review of the psychiatric problems of patients, their relatives and of the staff who care for them, together with numerous references and details of the authors' experiences.
Unfortunately the style of writing is dull and this, combined with the presence of numerous editorial errors, makes the book difficult to read. However, it probably does have a place in the renal unit library where it should help us to understand our patients better. C s aGG
Consultant Nephrologist Guy's Hospital, London
Tropical Medicine -from Romance to Reality (Proceedings of Anglo-American Conference, 12-14 December 1977) Clive Wood (ed) pp 296 £13.20 London: Academic Press 1979 This is an exciting work, bringing into one volume a great deal of information on aspects of tropical medicine not at all easily obtainable elsewhere. Wisely, those who planned the conference settled on certain specific avenues of discussion, principally malaria and schistosomiasis. These are covered in considerable depth by writers of international fame. Naturally each reader will have his favourite chapters, depending on his interests, but no one will be unappreciative of Bruce-Chwatt's masterly contribution on the challenge of malaria or Chernin's appreciation of the schistosomiasis problem. These are examples of medical writing at its very best and every student of tropical medicine must be grateful for them. Yet it is invidious to pick out individual papers, for the level of writing is uniformly high. It is a book to be read, and re-read, and reflected upon, for it contains for the worker in the tropical medical field not only much information but much wisdom as well. The closing section on strategies for the future takes the reader out of the narrow disciplines of individual diseases, and gives him a vision of the future.
Those who organized the conference, and the editor of these proceedings, have earned the gratitude of all who would savour something of the romance, and yet know something of the reality, of tropical medicine.
D M MACKAY

Deputy Director Ross Institute of Tropical Hygiene, London
Bleomycin: Current Status and New Developments S K Carter et al. (ed) pp 365 £16.25 London: Academic Press 1979 This is an excellent book and the editors deserve congratulation. Most of the chapters are short, concisely written and have summaries or discussions at the end. This gives the book clarity throughout, making it particularly easy to read without omitting essential detailed information. Most of the chapters are written by researchers directly involved in the development of this unique anti tumour drug. Apart from being an up-to-date account of the clinical status of bleomycin and its implications for the treatment of human malignancies, the book is also of interest in that it gives an insight into the way in which new drugs are developed and how close and profitable cooperation can be achieved between basic scientists and clinicians. This publication should be in the library of any hospital or institute concerned with clinical or fundamental aspects of cancer research.
LAPRICE
Honorary Consultant Physician Royal Marsden Hospital, London
Mild Hypertension: Natural History and Management F Gross & T Strasser (ed) pp 337 £10 Tunbridge Wells: Pitman Medical 1979 One of the few clinical subjects that interest the World Health Organization is hypertension. The WHO has a special group of its own staff involved in it and has supported a number of joint symposia.
This book is the proceedings of a second joint meeting of the WHO and the International Society
